
 

House Appropriations Com-

mittee took action on the 

DHS Budget Thursday of 

this week and added about 

$11 million over the initial 

budget proposal.  The DHS 

Institutions, Field Services 

and General Administration 

all received funds to re-

store a portion of the cuts 

made during the initial 

budget targets.  This repre-

sents very good progress 

on the budget front.  We 

provided legislators infor-

mation about the budget 

impacts of the additional 

funds and made it clear 

that we still remain below 

current operating levels.  

We look forward to working 

with policy makers to 

bridge the gap between the 

latest budget figures and 

where we hope to be at the 

end of the budget process.  

The REC estimates released 

this week are another en-

couraging sign that the 

budget challenges can be 

resolved. 

 

—Charlie Krogmeier 

 

See Related Article on 

page 2 about REC esti-

mates. 

Special points of interest: 

∗ Progress on Budget  

∗ REC Estimates 

∗ Eldora Students 

∗ Summer Youth Program 

∗ Governor Signs Govern-

ment Reorganization 
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The Revenue Estimating 

Conference met, as sched-

uled, on March 11th and con-

cluded that state revenues 

would experience slightly 

positive growth.  The dif-

ference between the De-

cember estimate and the 

March estimate went 

from .0% growth to .6%.  

This .6% increase trans-

lates into about $33 mil-

lion. This is good news.  

Democratic leadership in 

the House and Senate is-

sued a statement that said 

“our intention is to deposit 

the projected new reve-

nues into the state’s rainy 

day fund to avoid the need 

for mid-year cuts in educa-

tion, health care and public 

safety in the upcoming fis-

cal year.  As announced 

earlier, a portion of the 

rainy day fund will be used 

next year to protect Medi-

caid services for vulner-

able Iowans, including criti-

cal health care services.” 

pairs.  Straight line winds up to 

80 MPH and hail as large as 

baseballs struck the campus 

and Hardin County.  Hundreds of 

windows were broken, dozens 

of trees were uprooted, exte-

rior mechanical and electrical 

equipment suffered damage and 

almost all building roof systems 

were damaged, some quite ex-

A pending amendment to SF 

2366, the Governor’s Supple-

mental Bill, sponsored by Rep-

resentative Jo Oldson (D-Des 

Moines) provides funds to cover 

the costs of repairs experi-

enced at Eldora during the hail 

and wind storm on August 9, 

2009.  The amendment appro-

priates $883,628 to fund re-

tensively.  DHS appreciates the 

efforts of legislators to fund the 

repairs and get the campus 

back to normal. 

Eldora Storm Damage Repair Funds 

Schulte toured Eldora last De-

cember and made a vow to 

showcase the baked goods at 

the Capitol.  Five Eldora senior 

students were recognized on 

the floor of the Iowa House and 

were introduced as “DHS suc-

cess stories” by Representative 

Schulte.  The students and El-

dora staff stayed to host a re-

ception featuring their baked 

goods then toured the State 

Capitol.  Congratulations to 

students and staff for a  great 

day at the Capitol. 

 

Eldora Students at the Capitol 

Eldora Training School students 

were recognized at the Capitol 

this week.  Representatives 

Renee Schulte (R-Cedar Rapids) 

and Annette Sweeney (R-Alden) 

celebrated their birthdays with 

cookies baked by the students 

in “Bakery Careers”.  As you 

may recall, Representative 

Revenue Estimating Conference Makes Estimates 

Page 2 Legislative Update 2010 

Did you know?   

DHS Child Care 

Assistance currently 

provides child care 

funding for about 20,000 

children per month. 

These children live with 

low-income parents 

whoa re working or are 

in school. 



March 31st—Scheduled 

Final Day of 2010 Session 

 

*Schedule subject to change 

stated that “I am proud 

to sign this bill into law 

today as real reform in 

state government”.  The 

bill includes two DHS 

proposals.  The first 

proposal gives the DHS 

On March 10th the Gov-

ernor signed the mas-

sive government reor-

ganization bill.  The bill 

will have a dramatic 

impact on state govern-

ment.  Governor Culver 

Director the authority 

to redesign the DHS 

service areas and the 

second consolidates the 

duties of the Mental 

Health Commission. 

 

Governor Signs SF 2088 Government Reorganization 

IWD.  Language for the au-

thorization to spend fed-

eral funds was included in 

the DHS appropriations bill.  

Approximately $4-5 million 

in federal funds could be 

available for the program. 

 

DHS and IWD Partner on Summer Youth Employment Funding 

DHS and the Iowa Depart-

ment of Workforce Devel-

opment worked together to 

position Iowa to receive 

additional TANF Emergency 

Funds to support the sum-

mer youth employment 

program administered by 

Upcoming Events 
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View the Budget Materials 

Iowa General Assembly 

Website: 

www.legis.state.ia.us 

 

Go to “Committees” 

 

Click on “Health and Human 

Services Budget Subcom-

mittee” 

 

Click on “Additional Infor-

mation” 

 

See 2/25/10 DHS Budget 

Impact for the DHS Reac-

tion to the Legislative Tar-

gets 

 

See 2/24/10 FY 2011 Gen-

eral Fund Committee Recs 

for the Legislature’s Budget 

Targets 



Disclaimer:  This legislative 

update is provided in the 

spirit of information and edu-

cation.  The opinions ex-

pressed by the contributors 

do not necessarily reflect 

those of the department of its 

programs.  The department 

shall not be liable for any 

damages that may result 

from errors or omissions in 

information distributed  in 

this update.   

 

www.dhs.state.ia.us 

 

Phone: 515-281-4387 

E-mail: jflemin@dhs.state.ia.us 

Iowa DHS  

 

The Mission of the Iowa Department of Human Services is to help individuals and families achieve safe, stable, 

self-sufficient, and healthy lives, thereby contributing to the economic growth of the state.  We do this by keeping 

a customer focus, striving for excellence, sound stewardship of state resources, maximizing the use of federal 

funding and leveraging opportunities, and by working with our public and private partners to achieve results. 
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